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Ericsson and Free in Senegal partner to
provide Fixed Wireless Access connectivity to
schools in Senegal

e Ericsson and Free in Senegal sigh a Memorandum of Understanding to establish a proof-of-
concept project in Senegal to provide connectivity to schools using Fixed Wireless Access (FWA).

e The project will demonstrate how Fixed Wireless Access, by utilizing existing mobile radio
networks, is an effective solution to connect schools and bridge the educational divide.

Ericsson (NASDAQ: ERIC) and Free in Senegal have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to
establish a proof-of-concept (PoC) project that aims to provide a digital education ecosystem for schools
in Senegal. As part of the PoC, a number of schools will be connected with Fixed Wireless Access (FWA)
technology, and will also be provided with laptops, learning content, and teacher training to support the
development of the ecosystem.

The project will run as a part of Ericsson's Connect To Learn program, a global education initiative to
improve educational opportunities through technology. For many schools around the globe,
including schools in Senegal, connecting to the internet, and accessing online education will be via

mobile networks. Usually implemented as a solution for homes and businesses, the PoC will
demonstrate how FWA, using existing mobile network infrastructure, is a cost-effective and a quickly
deployed solution to connect schools.

The planned impact of the project is based on the available research that increasing access to
connectivity, devices (laptops), educational content and training will lead to improvements in the
quality of education, with benefits at the individual, community, and national levels. The latest
Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) Connected Learners report commissioned by Ericsson has shown
that enabling new forms of learning powered by the internet and digital technologies play an
important role in bridging the educational divide.

Mamadou Mbengue, Chief Executive Officer of Free in Senegal says: “Using solutions such as Fixed
Wireless Access, we can help the schools, teachers, and students in very resource-limited settings in
Senegal to leapfrog into the digital education ecosystem. Improved learning outcomes will lead to a wider
range of higher education and career opportunities for young people across the country and will
transition Senegal into a more knowledge-rich society. We look forward to a continued fruitful
partnership with Ericsson and remain determined in our mission to accelerate digital development across
Senegal.”
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https://www.ericsson.com/en/about-us/sustainability-and-corporate-responsibility/digital-inclusion/access-to-education
https://connectinglearners.economist.com/data/EIU_Ericsson_Connecting.pdf
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Nora Wahby, Vice President and Head of Customer Unit Morocco & West Africa at Ericsson, says: “Fixed
Wireless Access deployments are increasing extensively, and we are working across the globe to bridge
the digital divide by offering broadband. Increased access to connectivity and digital learning resources
through solutions such as Fixed Wireless Access will not only raise the quality of education but also
benefit Senegal's society at a macroeconomic level — resulting in higher standards of living, better health,
and improved overall well-being. Partnering with Free in Senegal for many years, we look forward to
enriching our partnership by fostering a digital education ecosystem in the country. We are confident this
project will positively impact the lives of students and teachers and empower digital skills development in
the country.”

The partnership complements Free in Senegal’s ongoing efforts to improve learning standards in
Senegal’s schools to help students across the country develop their communities and increase their digital
literacy. It also marks Ericsson's latest implementation of its Connect To Learn program in Africa, enabling
resource-limited schools to benefit of the latest technologies to empower learning and skills
development.
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Social Captions

Twitter We have signed an MoU with @free_senegal to establish a #digital #education
ecosystem QQ in Senegal SN

Read more E| (link)

Facebook We have signed a Memorandum of Understanding with @FreeAuSenegal to
establish a proof-of-concept project to provide a #digital #education ecosystem in
Senegal.

The project will connect schools using #FWA technology along with providing
access to devices M, software, content, and #training. The project will run as a
part of Ericsson’s #ConnectTolearn program and aims to bridge the educational
divide in #Senegal SN

Read more E| (link)

LinkedIn Increased access to #connectivity and #digital learning resources not only improves
the quality of #education but also benefits society at a #macroeconomic level,
reflecting in higher standards of living, better health, and improved overall well-
being.

Read how Ericsson and Free in Senegal will establish a proof-of-concept project to
connect schools in Senegal using #FWA technology along with providing access to
devices, software, content, and #training with the aim of bridging the education

divide and establishing a #digital #education ecosystem in the country. |E| (link)
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NOTES TO EDITORS:

Connect To Learn

Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) Connected Learners report
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https://www.facebook.com/ericsson

https://www.linkedin.com/company/ericsson
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Ericsson Newsroom

media.relations@ericsson.com (+46 10 719 69 92)
investor.relations@ericsson.com (+46 10 719 00 00)

ABOUT ERICSSON:

Ericsson enables communications service providers to capture the full value of connectivity. The
company’s portfolio spans the following business areas: Networks, Cloud Software and Services,
Enterprise Wireless Solutions, Global Communications Platform, and Technologies and New Businesses. It
is designed to help our customers go digital, increase efficiency, and find new revenue streams. Ericsson’s
innovation investments have delivered the benefits of mobility and mobile broadband to billions of
people globally. Ericsson stock is listed on Nasdaq Stockholm and on Nasdag New York.
WWW.ericsson.com

About Free in Senegal

Free in Senegal is a leading provider of telecommunication services based in Senegal. The company
specializes in optical fibre connectivity, 4G mobile networks and online money transfer solutions,
catering to individuals and businesses, enabling its customers to connect to a faster network.

Free in Senegal is part of a consortium consisting of NJJ, Teyliom group and AXIAN Telecom.
www.free.sn

Lamine DIALLO

Head of Communication

Idiallo@free.sn
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